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Statutory Authority: PRC, 42474(d) 

“Civil penalties in an amount of up to twenty-five thousand dollars 

($25,000) per violation may be administratively imposed by the 

Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery against a person, 

including an authorized collector or covered electronic waste recycler, 

that makes a false statement or representation in any document filed, 

submitted, maintained, or used for purposes of compliance” with the 

Electronic Waste Recycling Act and associated regulations, including 

those related to the CEW program.



ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL PENALTIES

Who can be held liable?: 

• “Person” defined in a broad way: individual or entity 

• Focused on approved collectors or approved recyclers BUT

• Penalties could also be imposed against handlers, transporters, or 

downstream entities

• Joint and several liability
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Minor: first-time violations where the gravity is severe 
($500-$4,000) 

Moderate: subsequent or multiple violations  ($4,000-$15,000)

Major: pattern and practice of non-compliance or intentional violations 
($15,000-$25,000) 

Penalty determination:
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Process (I):

• Two steps: notice of violation and accusation

• Notice of violation (NOV): 

May be issued prior to the imposition of penalties

Warning mechanism

Opportunity to take corrective actions and get back into compliance

 Process may stop with a NOV



ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL PENALTIES

Process (II):

• Accusation: 

Seeking an administrative penalty or penalties

 Issued following the issuance of a NOV for repeated violations 

OR

 Issued directly if warranted by circumstances (no prior NOV 

required)
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Process (III):

• Administrative Hearing: 

Notice of Defense must be filed within 15 days

Hearing held before a hearing officer

 Final decision issued within 30 days

• Settlement:

Anytime before a decision is issued



QUESTIONS? COMMENTS?

• Ana-Maria Stoian-Chu: 

Ana-Maria.Stoian-Chu@calrecycle.ca.gov or

(916) 341-6368

mailto:Ana-Maria.Stoian-Chu@calrecycle.ca.gov

